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of story-telling was fully developed in the numerous
romances and poems which the Christians learnt from
them; and many a ballad sung of the perilous love-
stories of Christian and Moor, ending in the abduction
of the lady by the side of her lover, or mayhap in his
slaughter and her death.
When Aben Abd Allah Yousuf, the son of
Mohammed V., married the daughter of the Emir of
Fez, a succession of feasts and tournaments were
given, to which knights came, not only from Christian
Spain, but from France and Italy; and they were
lodged by the Genoese in their factory.
Enrique of Trastamara was a thoroughly gallant
and noble prince, and was commonly called by his
people, El Caballero, or the knight. It was under
him that the Spanish character began to assume that
grave stately courtesy, and punctilious honour that
ennobled it. He died of gout in his forty-seventh
year, in 1379; and there were not wanting accusers
who declared that he had been poisoned by a pair of
embroidered buskins, sent to him by Mohammed, but
no one credited the absurd story ; and Juan I, lived in .
the same amity with this prince. The illegitimate
birth of Enrique II. had caused his family to be so
insecure on the throne, that they were continually ori
their guard against pretenders, and could not afford
to quarrel with their Moorish vassals. The profound
peace led to increased luxury at Granada, and a kind
of mixture of the gallantry of the Arabian Nights and
of the chivalrous romance of the Christians had even
invaded the harem; and men, instead of in the
Eastern fashion, holding woman as a being not to be
mentioned, wore the devices of their lady-loves on the

